








Triassic flora from Williams Point

Fig. 2. Schematic lithostratigraphic column of locality A, Williams Point, Livingston Island.

Locality A is abundant and, sometimes, in a well preserved state. However, this material is almost
always lacking a preserved cuticle. In fact most previous collections were made from samples gathered
at the surface, which were frost-shattered and poorly preserved. Good snow-melting conditions allowed
to dig extensively through the western border of Locality A, and to get a more accurate image of the
stratigraphy preserved in this outcrop.

A lithostratigraphic column has been drawn (Fig. 2) and fossil flora sampled at different levels.
For the first time material has been collected in sizu. This allows us to identify two floristic units,
instead of one as in previous works. The first flora is observed in greyish sandstones (Flora N° 1),
whereas the second flora comes from the upper whitish mudstones or sandstones (Flora N° 2).

Large and complete imprints, certain reaching up to 20 cm, have been collected along with numerous,
but more fragmentary remains. Indeed, plant remains are diversified in nature: small and medium-sized
pieces of wood, nude twigs, leafy twigs, isolated leaves and fronds, frond fragments and even cones.
All this material lacks a preserved cuticle but venation can, most of the time, be seen clearly . Roots
were also observed in one of the levels, together with dichotomizing rootlets. This taphonomy clearly
indicates a hypoautochthonous (Gastaldo, 1989) terrestrial deposit. The systematic studies are based
in Anderson and Anderson (1983) for the Dicroidium.


















Tnassic flora from Williams Point

Comment

The material is similar to that figured by Orlando (1968) from the same locality, attributed to
Asterotheca crassa Orlando.

Family Dicksoniaceae
Genus Coniopteris Brongniart emend. Harris, 1961
Type species : Coniopteris murrayana (Brongniart) Brongniart emend. Harris, 1961
Coniopteris sp.
(text- Fig. 4)

Fig. 4. Coniopteris sp. Specimen: N° 29. Pinnule lobes of a fragmentary specimen (scale = 1 mm)

Description

Three fragments of pinnae of only about 0.5 cm long = The pinnules seem to be opposite, about
0.15 ¢m long to 0.15 cm broad and rounded in outline. The apex is characterized by the presence of a
sorus ol approximately 1 mm in diameter. There is a dark central dot which probably corresponds to
the attachment of each sporangium.
Specimen N°29.

Comment

The affinities of these specimens are doubtful due to their small size. However they may be
attributed to the genus Coniopteris Brongniart emend. Harris because of their fertile pinnules.

Some relationship can be established with Coniopteris meridionalis Gee (1989, pl. 1, Fig. 10-12)
but because of their small size these specimens remain without a specific determination.































































